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OVER AND UNDER ACROSS OKLAHOMA

Volume 9, Issue VI Basketweavers Guild of Oklahoma December, 2009

President’s Letter

Greetings, BWGOK members,

I am writing this letter as your new BWGOK President. I have learned a lot in the few weeks since I
became president, about the Guild and all the good things that are going on. I am going to try to share
all this with you and hope that lots of people will participate and become involved in these great
activities.

I joined the BWGOK in 2002, and I didn't know much about its beginnings. I asked Marcia Balleweg
about the history of the Guild, and she said, “"The guild had its first meeting in Sept. 1998 and officially
adopted bylaws and elected officers in Nov. 1998. Our first Weavers Weekend was held in Davis, OK in
Dec. 1999. We still have 14 charter members (these have been members since the first year).”

Every time our members demonstrate weaving and display baskets they have made, people ask how
they can learn, and they often request someone from the Guild teach a class for them. We take a lot of
names and information from people who would like to attend our beginner’s class at our March meeting.

In November, Vivian Havenstrite and Jo Ann Miller went to Ralston, OK, to teach a beginning class for a
Home School group. They had about 20 students there. Some were children ages about 9-16, some
were mothers, fathers, and one grandmother. They taught a single-wall Cherokee basket of Jo Ann’s
devising. Jo Ann said, "A mom created a vase - very nicely shaped. One of the teen age boys had a 6
inch flat bottom — and wove straight up.” Both Vivian and Jo Ann reported they enjoyed teaching the
class.

Guild members have about 40 baskets on display right now at the Midwest City Library. The baskets are
in locked glass cases in the lobby of the library. The display will continue until December 30. The library
is open from 9-9 Monday through Thursday, 9-6 on Friday, 9-5 on Saturday, and 1-6 on Sunday, if you
would like to go by and see the display.

The Guild has been invited to have a complimentary table at the Oklahoma Winter Quilt Show. This is a

quilting, sewing, and craft show, and they assure us that our baskets will fit in nicely. The show will be at
the Cox Convention Center January 14-16, 2010. The show will provide the booth, one 8ft table and two
chairs. You can check out their website www.gscexpos.com. I have the coupons and you can pick them
up at our January meeting. Be prepared to sign up for the time you want to work in the booth.

I am hearing some very good things about our annual Weaver’'s Weekend. Weavers are enjoying it and
they are pleased with the baskets they make and skills and techniques they learn. Teachers are having
a good experience here and looking forward to coming back. We need some people to help with this
event to keep it strong and fun for all.

At the November meeting, Joan Galbraith showed us how to weave some nice little Christmas
ornaments. They were basically tiny baskets made with #00 round reed. This was a fun project and
could give us ideas on making lots of good decorations. At the January BWGOK meeting, Jo Ann Miller is
going to present a “Hot Chocolate Basket” with a matchstick rim. This should be a good project for both
new and more advanced weavers. I know I need to keep working on that matchstick border until I
conquer it.

Our next meeting will be January 9. It is time to pay your dues and get back into the swing of basket
weaving. I hope to see you there!

Onita Lynch


http://www.qscexpos.com/
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Basketweavers Guild of Oklahoma Meeting.

Minutes for November 14, 2009 Basketweavers Guild of Oklahoma Meeting.
Janell Hopkins called the meeting to order at 10:10 AM. The minutes from the previous meeting were
approved as written.
Treasurer’s Report
Treasurer, Linda Tickle was not present, but sent an e-mail to Pat Horsey and Marcia Balleweg stating all
Retreat bills had been paid.

Current Balance: $3,468.27.
Committee Reports:
Janet Newman stated the Retreat is closed. Everyone had a great time. Next year the retreat will be
held at the same place on November 5, 6 and 7, 2010. A deposit has been made for that time. Janet
stated that a new Retreat Chairperson is needed. She will aid the new chairperson.
Old Business
Marcia Balleweg read a letter from Jenny Grigsby, Creative Arts Manager/State Fair Creative Arts
Program, thanking the guild for our sponsorship. There was much discussion about only 14 baskets
entered in the fair this year. This is way down from previous years. Need to support this better in the
future.
The January Quilt Show is January 14, 15 and 16, 2010 at the Cox Center. The quilt Show has given us
a free booth to perform weaving demonstrations. You may bring some of your baskets, cards and
teaching schedules to display. We will need volunteers to work the booth. The time is 9 am - 5 pm. You
may go to their website at www.gscexpos.com. Joan Galbraith, Janet Newman and Pat Horsey will work
January 15, 2010. If interested contact Pat Horsey.
Jo Ann Miller discussed the need for a Guild hand out for the different demonstrations the Guild does. Jo
Ann suggested using colored paper. It was decided that Marcia and Jo Ann will work on this. Janet
Newman made a motion and it was seconded to have a color hand out printed.
Janet Newman stated there were 240 baskets made at the Wildlife Expo. Jo Ann Miller, Rena Vickery and
herself demonstrated one day and taught two days.
Janell discussed the location of our meeting. In the past it had been suggested alternating our meeting
between Tulsa and Oklahoma City. After some discussion this was dropped. It was decided to stay
where we are.
New Business
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